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23rd April, 1965

Eon Productions Limited,
27 Hill Street,
London, W.l,

. We have now studied the screenplay of
"THUNDERBALL," and I think that we may have some
problems with the pleture for the 'A' category with
both sex and sadism, The material scems to us rather
less lightehearted than that of the previous Bond
picturesy and this must inevitably make a difference,

I know that you would be reluctant, as I would, to have
this picture in the 'X' category, but I must warn you
that this might well be our decision unless certain
scenes are substantially modified,

My comments on points of detail are as
follows:e

11 « Scene 2 When Number Nine is electrocuted
we would not want any shot of him
that was gruesome or nasty for
children. If shot as described
in the sereenplay there would
probably be trouble,

w We would not want obvious semie

nudity in Patricia's costume, I

am not sure about the mink gloves,
which have a strong sexual connotation,
I hope that you will have an alternative
available,

s
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As scripted it is suggested that
Bond 18 naked while kissing Patricia.
1 think thet we should clearly see
that he is wearing shorts,

Bond's reaction to the ‘torture' should
not be overdone.

I do not think that we would accept in
the "A' category a shot which suggests
that Bond and Patricia are embracing
neked in the steam voomy even if they
are largely obscured by steam, It
seems to me that Sceme 39C could be
completely omittedy §f we think it
necessary, without loss of continuity.

Lipson's agonies should not be overdones
surely what is happening to him could
equally well be suggested and not showm
directly,

Fiona's costume should not be too
'ﬂvnlluly ioMlh-

This sexescene h also tlhely to give
trouble, There is the clear indication
that Patricia s nsked under the sheet,
and we have Bond using the mink glove
(sce my previous comment,) We would
only accept the most discreet sex-scene
in m 'A' category. Agaln it seems to
me that the sceme could, if necessary,
be completely removed,

We would not want to see any nasty shots
of the crew choking and writhing,.

We would not went eny nasty shots of
corpses here,
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The killing of 1o by Largo e

coLioetisy et Shovis Ve 1o S0us 0

possible. Nmﬂmmuucw

z::lmmn\mmmthu
.

Here we get Bond o!ur!y having slept
wvith Patricia and there u a joke about
also M

very
not
nudity., Once again the
omitted, or end with the
We would not want to see any shot of
Patricia "flat on wi

ek
straddleds” 1 do not imagine that you
will give us

ones
Ye would not went any shot of Lipson after
his car is set uﬂmdm*h
incident should be as short as possible.

We are aluays cautious sbout imitable
vm of opening locked doors, Please

d comera emphasis on the celluloid
ﬂ its use,

I think that the dialogue might be modified
to remove the referemce to aphredisiac,

We gather that we are not to sec Quist
thrown to the sharks, This 18 2 sadistic
m:d-t end there should bero :lingering
on ite

The killing of the guard by Dond sounds

« It should be short and mot
unp + The kneeekick should be
omitted, '

Continued .544
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iA The violence to Paula should be kept to
an absolute minimumy far less than is
suggested by the seript, It is a
sadistic scene, and should not be so,
Surely Paula can be just captured
wvithout being hit or clawed,

Page 108 e Scene X72 Bond's fight with the guard will
probably be all right, but we do not

1ike his lifting the man's head, as
he 1ies on the ground, and hitting
him in the face, This is unpleasant
violence,

Page 112 » Scene 392 We should not see the sharks attacking
the guard's bleeding se, and we

would pot want to see a lot of bloode
stained water,

All this 18 gratultous sex, which goes
much too far for the 'A' category. I
take it that the scenes can be entirely
removed without loss of continuity?
Apart from the censorable details, which
are obvious; we do not at all like the
situation in which Bond makes love to
this girl, knowing that she is his
enemy and claims aftervards that he

did it for "King and Country!™ This
is the kind of imported sex which will
give this film a sreat deal of trouble
here, and I suggest that you entirely
omit it, or, 1f you shoot it for

export versions, you should do so in
such a way as to enable us to remove
it entirely.

We would not want any nasty shot of
Bond throwing the spirit stove inte
Janni's face, The violence in this
scene should not be excessive, lis
attack on Flona is the worse for his
recently having had her in bed (which,
as 1 have saldy; we may well remove.)

Continued saes N



23vd April, 1965

- flye =

The k!_ﬁ:‘ do:‘ Flona “2« the :Lm-t
spear should be short, and we do not
care for Bond's callous jokes about 1t,
The killing of a girl like this 1s not
a matter for ady., We assume that
the pirl is killed instantancously,

Page 130 « Scene 436N We would not want any nasty shots of

corpses in the plane, Surely
this kind of shot could be entirely
omitted,

The killing of Vargas is another plece
of coldsblooded h!!lim and once again
ve do not 1ike Bond's callous jokes
about it, These add to the sadiem,

Scenes X1 24F=X124

We always try to get rid of Karate blows
on the neck, since they are imitable
and dangerous,

We do mot 1ike the ides of Bond impaling
a man on & hook and then stabbing him,
:ﬁely he could kill him without impaling

Largo®s treatment of Domino 18 une
necessarily brutal,

Largo's lines here are much too sadistic,
and should all be removed, There s mo
need for him to suggest torture of thie
kind, Nor should he tear off her
blouses Ve would mot want to hear
screaming either,

Page 136 = Sceme 505 The fight should be short and mot too
brutal; and should be without foul
blows, Here there is another Karate
blow to the neckj see my previous
comments VWe would not want to see
the engineer with bleeding face after
he i throwm into the glase.
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He would not 1ike the double<handed
blow on Bond's neck; this is also
dangerous, Surcly Bond need not fire
three shots inte Largo in ovder teo
kill him, This isemdism rather than
straipht adventure stuff,

I hope you will take serious motice of these comments,
I get the impression that this sereenplay has been deliberstely hotted
up with a view to its including more sex, sadism and violence than
the previous Bond pictures, ’:i-: 1 sald carlicr, it secms lcss
lightehearted in tone and ther 1ikely to be taken more seriously
than the other £1lme,

Yours sincerely,

e

PeSe = In view of the possibility of problems arising from
this film I think it advisable for me to keep a copy
of the screenplay in my office for the time being.
1f, however, you should want it back immediately I
Ulgt-. of course, return it.
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