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_SYNOPSIS AND COMMENTS:

ised on Frank Herbert's classic sci-fi novel and imbued with director David

] J,'s very personal trademarks this is a visually impressive Gormenghast of a
film. The plot is stripped down to essentialsg as in 'Star Wars' it is basically
good: forces versus evil forces, but like Tolkien the characters are drawn from a
mvthicai history so that the first scene-setting explanations are highly complex

' round detail. Plot: The planet Arrakis; inhabited by the Fremen, is a desert
> and only useful for the spice Melange which is mined by the House Atreides
on behalf of the other ruling Houses - the Guild. Melange has cosmic properties
which make its consumers impregnable. A plot is launched against House Atreides
heir miners come under attack from the evil Baron Harkonnen, acting on behalf
{v””;e Guild Duke Leto Atreides is killed, but his son Paul and wife Jessica
escape. ' They ally with the Fremen to defeat Harkonnen, and when the film ends Paul
is the acclalmed leader of Arrakis and its people (for further details see the

ige n The effects are spectacular in scale and conception, relying
echnolggical trickery and laser-zapping of 'Star Wars' than on the

: clank -gvgloom of 'Alien' - Lynch's trademarks ye a1l love. Steam escapes




] ~]ark'indu tr1 ‘sets and Baron Harkonnen s face is an eruption of boils and bllsters
=('Eraserhead') “The details of the teehnology are consciously antiquated; ‘while the - :
- un1forms are A mlxture of Czarist Russi nd the fetishist world of rubber - Palaces . . .
. and. space shlps owe’ more to Egypt1an ological designs and decorations than to - -
" High Tech 2 o - :

_‘:”the youth [}
“'Star Wars

“idetail out ef bhase with the rest of the fllm
. more adultwfoot1ng As’ if Disney’ s chked Witch would have:tofdon S
wilQBOs, rather than content herself thh a orlmson p01sone '




